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Turning good information into effective decisions

The Australian Institute for Disaster 
Resilience (AIDR) contributes to a 
more resilient Australia by:
• coordinating and promoting the 

development and shared use of 
Australia’s Disaster Resilience  
Body of Knowledge

• connecting government, business,  
research and the not-for-profit  
sectors to turn good information 
into evidence-based contemporary  
national principles and practices

• investing in people through the 
delivery of tailored training, 
professional development and 
schools education, and

• engaging widely and deeply within 
the emergency management 
sector and fostering new resilience- 
focused partnerships with the 
broader community.

AIDR is supported in these activities 
by its founding partners:
• Australian Government, through  

the Attorney-General’s Department 
(AGD)

• Australasian Fire & Emergency 
Service Authorities Council (AFAC)

• Australian Red Cross
• Bushfire and Natural Hazards 

Cooperative Research Centre.

AIDR’s strategic objectives include:
• positioning the Institute as a 

trusted and engaged emergency 
management stakeholder

• developing an accessible 
Australian Disaster Resilience 
Body of Knowledge that remains 
current and is used widely

• delivering relevant products and 
services promoting disaster 
resilience, and

• developing new sources of 
sustainable income across  
AIDR’s programs.

Vision
AIDR is respected as the leading  
source of disaster resilience  
knowledge to support a safer 
Australia.

Mission
AIDR leads the development, 
promotion and utilisation of 
Australia’s Disaster Resilience Body 
of Knowledge to inform what we do 
and to challenge and improve how 
we think, providing a foundation for 
excellence in decision-making.

Impact
Knowledge shared through the 
Australian Disaster Resilience Body 
of Knowledge and AIDR’s knowledge 
programs will be used by individuals, 
communities and organisations to 
build resilience by reducing risk and 
minimising harm to themselves and 
others from disasters.

Purpose
To help enhance resilience and 
reduce suffering by ensuring 
effective decisions are being made 
that minimise the impact of disasters 
on people and communities.
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A knowledge centre – connecting the dots

The Australian Disaster Resilience  
Body of Knowledge has the 
Knowledge Hub as its foundation, 
where you will find information 
and knowledge on disaster 
resilience and emergency 
management in Australia and 
overseas. The Knowledge Hub is 
both a repository and reference 
point—hosting a significant body 
of information and links to other 
sources of information, including 
national disaster resilience policy 
and the Australian New Zealand 
Emergency Management 
Committee (ANZEMC), its projects  
and publications.

The Australian Disaster Resilience 
Body of Knowledge is the repository 
of a growing collection of disaster 
resilience information, including:
• Australian and International 

Disasters Database
• The Australian Journal of 

Emergency Management (AJEM)
• The Australian Emergency 

Management Library
• National Emergency Management 

Projects
• National Disaster Resilience 

Handbook Collection
• Research (connecting to projects 

from the Bushfire & Natural 
Hazards CRC)

New collections are being developed 
for inclusion in the Knowledge Hub, 
including collections developed by 
other groups and entities.

By providing simple access to a broad 
range of publicly available information 
on disasters and emergency 
management, the Australian Disaster 
Resilience Body of Knowledge will 
improve access to, and reduce 
duplication of, information and the 
need to search across multiple 
locations.

The Australian Disaster Resilience 
Body of Knowledge forms the 
foundation for all of AIDR’s activities.
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AIDR’s guiding principle is to 
engage with our stakeholders to 
ensure we collectively turn good 
information into effective decisions. 

AIDR actively supports this by: 
• regularly showcasing content from  

the Australian Disaster Resilience 
Body of Knowledge—online, 
through social media and through 
professional development forums 
and other events

• hosting regular seminars and 
workshops across Australia, 
including events specifically 
focused on learning from local  
and international disaster events

• using research alongside 
specialist forums and focus 
groups in the development and 
review of Disaster Resilience 
Handbooks and related publications

• continuing to build the quality and 
value of the Australian Journal 
of Emergency Management as 
Australia’s leading emergency 
management publication

• promoting resilience initiatives 
through the Resilient Australia 
Awards

• partnering with organisations across  
Australia and New Zealand beyond 
the traditional disaster response 
and recovery organisations to 
promote discussion and innovative 
approaches to the development of 
disaster resilience

• working with educational providers  
to incorporate the Australian 
Disaster Resilience Body of 

Knowledge as a respected 
educational resource for schools, 
vocational education and 
universities, and

• engaging with its Advisory 
Committee, whose members 
represent a broad range of 
stakeholders beyond emergency 
response.

Promoting open and productive conversations
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Investing in people

People are at the heart of 
resilience; from our individual 
place in the world to the systems 
we put in place, the infrastructure 
we build and the way we interact 
with our environment. With global 
consensus that the frequency, 
complexity and impact of 
disasters are increasing, AIDR’s 
initiatives will deliver a program 
of professional development 
activities that will lay the 
foundation for generational 
change that will deliver enhanced 
national resilience.

Professional Development 
Forums 
Forums will be conducted across 
Australia to share knowledge, 
challenge current thinking and to 
promote debate and discussion on 
resilience, to evaluate emerging 
evidence and to explore opportunities 
to accelerate development of 
resilience to disasters.

Educational Opportunities  
for Volunteers
• Leadership skills development, 

providing volunteers with an 
opportunity to enhance their 
personal skills for current and 
future leadership roles.

• Knowledge development through 
participation in AIDR’s professional 
development program.

• Scholarships for higher education 
and vocational studies for volunteers  
that will provide opportunities to 
contribute to national resilience-
building.

Resilience Ambassadors 
Program
Providing an opportunity for a small 
number of outstanding individuals 
aged under 30 and actively engaged 
in disaster resilience to participate 
in a one-year program to strengthen 
their knowledge and leadership skills 
in disaster resilience. The Resilience 
Ambassadors Program will provide 
the Ambassadors with an opportunity 
to become local or national leaders in 
disaster resilience.

Resilience Building in Young 
People
AIDR’s disaster resilience education 
program will position resilience to 
disasters as a core capability for 
young people, building skills that are 
essential to protect vulnerable people 
with limited life experiences, and to 
lay a strong foundation for the future. 
AIDR’s activities include:
• a national Disaster Resilience 

Education Strategy Group
• a national disaster resilience 

education network, developing 
and sharing innovative approaches 
to building disaster resilience in 
children and teenagers, and

• educators forums for qualified  
and student teachers.
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Evidence-based national principles and practices

AIDR maintains a national 
collection of published documents  
that guide the preparation for, 
response to and recovery from 
all types of emergencies from an 
integrated national perspective. 

The increasing probability of disaster 
events requiring coordinated 
responses will be influenced by the 
connectedness and alignment of 
multiple individual plans.  Development 
of an overarching map of what we 
have (to identify and fill any gaps) 
and building and sharing a common 
vocabulary will avoid delays and 
mistakes based simply on the words 
we use when we talk with those from 
different disciplines.

AIDR has active programs to support 
good decision-making.

Renewing and expanding the 
national Disaster Resilience 
Handbook Collection
AIDR is implementing a life-cycle 
management program for the Disaster 
Resilience Handbook Collection, 
developing a framework to update 
existing publications and to develop 
new publications in this collection. 

The refresh of the Handbook collection  
has begun with a review and update of:
• Handbook 2: Community Recovery
• Handbook 4: Evacuation Planning

And the development of a new 
handbook:
• Handbook 12: Spontaneous 

Volunteers

The Handbooks and companion 
documents (also known as doctrine) 
can be found on the Australian 
Disaster Resilience Knowledge Hub.

Building a common vocabulary
AIDR has begun a project to develop a 
combined disaster resilience glossary, 
working towards an accessible 
online database that will form the 
basis for the development of future 
publications. The Glossary is available 
on the Australian Disaster Resilience 
Knowledge Hub.

Developing and implementing 
an agreed national disaster 
resilience principles and 
practices framework
In collaboration with its stakeholders, 
AIDR has begun developing a 
new Handbook that will provide a 
framework for the review of existing 
and development of new publications 
in the national Handbook Collection.

This handbook will provide clarity 
on the purpose of any individual 
publication and its linkages to other 
related national, state and territory 
principles and practices.
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